Belgium (Member of the EU)

Population: 11,7 million
Public Health Coverage:

About 99 % of the Belgian population is covered by statutory health insurance (compulsory insurance, co-
insurance via family members, etc.). Of the 8926 active dentists in Belgium, around 50% were conventioned
(Conventioned dentists are those who charge agreed-upon prices for their services).! Conventioned dentists
offer restorations with adhesive technique, and patients get 75% to 100% reimbursed depending on the
number of dental checkups and access to social care. Non-conventioned dentists are free to set their own
fees and may charge additional costs for fillings. However, patients will only be reimbursed up to the amount
corresponding to the fee of a similar treatment performed by a conventioned dentist.

Before the ban on dental amalgam:

Restorative treatments without specifying the material are reimbursed with 52,5€ - 97,5€ depending on the
size and complexity of the filling. Dentists and Patients were able to opt for composite fillings since the
public health insurance introduced an additional fee of 9,5€ to 14,5€2 (+10-27%) for using adhesive
techniques in 2007.3

After the ban on dental amalgam:

The ban on the use of dental amalgam in the EU didn’t have any significant effect on the public healthcare
system as the use of the adhesive technique was already at 96% in 2023. In the remaining 4% of cases
mainly glass ionomers were used and not dental amalgam.

Private Dentistry:

The estimated cost for a Composite filling in private dentistry may range between 100€ - 300€.

Patients will only be reimbursed up to the amount corresponding to the fee of a similar treatment
performed by a conventioned dentist.

! https://www.healthybelgium.be/en/health-system-performance-assessment/accessibility-of-care/health-workforce-distribution,
https://www.inami.fgov.be/fr/professionnels/professionnels-de-la-sante/dentistes/prestations-prix-et-remboursement/remboursement-
des-soins-dentaires-conservateurs

2 depending on the number of dental checkups and access to social care.

3 https://www.inami.fgov.be/SiteCollectionDocuments/tarif_dentistes_20240701corr.pdf



