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Dental Amalgam Manufacturers – Global Overview

https://environmentalmedicine.eu/global-tracker-of-amalgam-manufacturers/
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Mercury Emission Pathways from the Use of Dental Amalgam

Africa Institute’s Webinar/ The Children’s Amendment to the Minamata Convention/ 8 April 2025



EU BioIs 2012: about 50% of EU Mercury from dental amalgam use is released into the 
environment despite Best Available Techniques (no mercury ends up in household waste and 
separators are properly maintained)

EU Impact Assessment 2023: The share of the dental amalgam capsule actually put in the tooth 
was estimated to range from 26% up to 66% (In BioIS it was estimated to be 75 %)

According to reports from NGOs in several developing countries: 

- there is a lack of discipline in collecting the surplus of mixed dental amalgam and properly 
maintain separators

- Separators only capture 20-30 % Hg from newly placed amalgam fillings considering the 
entire life cycle of the filling; about 60% from already placed fillings when they are removed

- there is no infrastructure for the save disposal of hazardous waste
- buying separators (from western companies) and their maintenance is expensive
- fundings could be invested in the transition to mercury-free dentistry (e.g. education or 

alternative filling materials)

 

Mercury Emission Pathways from the Use of Dental Amalgam
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Children's Amendment of the Minamata Convention

https://environmentalmedicine.eu/tracker-implementation-of-the-childrens-amendment/
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Global Overview of Countries Phasing Out Dental Amalgam

https://environmentalmedicine.eu/global-dental-amalgam-tracker/
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Next Steps: Roadmap to Phase Out Dental Amalgam 
Example of a Roadmap from Kongo



Thank you!
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