France (Member of the EU)

Population: 68.6 million

Public Health Coverage:

In France, all legal residents are covered by the statutory public health insurance (Assurance Maladie / Social
Health Insurance). In addition, about 95 - 96% of the population have a complementary health insurance
(mutuelle/100% Santé Program), which helps cover the remainder of costs (co-payments, excess fees etc.)
for dental care.® Only part of the cost of restorations is reimbursed by statutory health insurance, without
any distinction between filling materials.

Of the 44,249 active dentists in France, about 98% are conventioned with I’Assurance Maladie.

Before the ban on dental amalgam:

The fees for restorative treatments with Dental Amalgam or another Material were 17€ - 41€ depending on
the size and complexity of the filling with 70% reimbursement to the patient.2

Dentists are free to set their own prices for composites in molars, but a written quote is mandatory if the
cost exceeds €70.

Patients paid 5€ -12€ out of pocket for an amalgam filling or had a mutuelle for composites.
After the ban on dental amalgam:

The fees for restorative treatments with any Material are now 27€ - 61€ (+ 52 %) depending on the size and
complexity of the filling with 60% reimbursement to the patient.3

Patients pay now 11€ - 24€ (+ 106 %) out of pocket or have a mutuelle, while the increase of costs for the
public health insurance is only + 29 %.

Dentists are still free to set their own prices for composites in molars, but a written quote is mandatory if
the cost exceeds €70.4

Private Dentistry:

The estimated cost for a Composite filling in private dentistry may range between 80 € and 150 €.

! https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2023/12/france-country-health-profile-2023_4ec07458/07c48f9f-
en.pdf

2 https://www.france-assos-sante.org/66-millions-dimpatients/offre-de-soins-et-tarification/dentaire-combien-ca-coute/
3https://www.ameli.fr/haute-saone/assure/remboursements/rembourse/soins-protheses-dentaires-optique-audition/consultations-soins-
protheses-dentaires/consultations-soins-dentaires

4 https://www.ameli.fr/chirurgien-dentiste/exercice-liberal/facturation-remuneration/tarifs-conventionnels/devis-obligatoire



