Hungary (Member of the EU)
Population: 9.6 million
Public Health Coverage:

Hungary has adopted a compulsory public health insurance scheme funded by active workers’ contributions
that fully covers conservative dental restoration provided by dentists affiliated with NEAK. Private sector
dental care is not reimbursed by NEAK.! Dental fillings are free for citizens up to the age of 18, students,
people aged 62 years or older, and pregnant women.

NEAK supports aesthetic- and amalgam fillings, so the insured is entitled to a dental filling free of charge
regardless of the type of filling. It is within the competence of the dentist to judge which form of dental
filling to choose to solve the problem that the insured has. 2

Of the about 7.180 practicing dentists in Hungary approximately 1,900 have a contract with NEAK).

Before the ban on dental amalgam:

The reimbursement of aesthetic fillings was already introduced in 2011 to encourage the use of alternatives
to dental amalgam. The fees for Amalgam were 600 to 850 points, while for Aesthetic fillings 700 to 950
points (+14%), depending on the size of the filling. The minimum time required for intervention was
calculated with 15-20 min for Amalgam and 20-25 min for an Alternative.3

With the reform in 2023 the fees were increased to 1100 to 1500 points (+80%) for Aesthetic fillings which
include now Dental Amalgam, depending on the dentist’s judgement.*

Each procedure is assigned a certain number of points, and points are multiplied by a monetary conversion
factor (forints per point), which is not publicly available. (a rough estimation could be 40€-55€ for a filling)

After the ban on dental amalgam:

With the entering into force of the EU Regulation, dental amalgam should only be used when deemed
strictly necessary by the dental practitioner based on the specific medical needs of the patient. Guidelines
on how dentists should document or report the use of dental amalgam have not yet been issued.

Private Dentistry:

The estimated cost for a Composite filling in private dentistry may range between 45€ and 120€ depending

on the dentist and the size and complexity of the filling. Dental tourism is a very popular section of dentistry
in Hungary.

L EU Assessment of the feasibility of phasing-out dental amalgam — Final report 2020
2https://www.neak.gov.hu/felso_menu/lakossagnak/ellatas_magyarorszagon/egeszsegugyi_ellatasok/fogorvosi_ellatas
3https://www.neak.gov.hu/pfile/file?inline=true&path=%2Ffelso_menu%2Fszakmai_oldalak%2Fgyogyito_megeleozo_ellatas%2Falapellatas
%2Ffogaszati_ellatas%2FFogaszati_archivum%2FFogkodlista_2020.03.15.01-tol

4 https://jogkodex.hu/jsz/2023_16_bm_rendelet_5012082



