
 
 

Ireland (Member of the EU) 
 

Population:  5.4 million 
 
Public Health Coverage: 
 
About 1.5 million Irish adults (over age 16) hold a Medical Card which means that they are covered by the 
Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS). The eligibility for a Medical Card is primarily determined through 
the age, income, personal circumstances and social welfare.1  
Of the 2.560 practicing dentists in Ireland, only 30% have a contract with a health insurance fund.2 
Medical Card holders are generally entitled to receive two dental fillings per calendar year (composite or 
amalgam). Additional restorations will only be allowed in approved circumstances. 
 
Before the ban on dental amalgam: 
 
Simple/Compound Amalgam Filling were reimbursed with 50€ - irrespective of the number of fillings or 
surfaces in any one tooth or the location of the tooth within the mouth. Composite Fillings on Anterior 
Teeth were reimbursed with 52€- including acid etch – irrespective of the number of fillings or surfaces in 
any one tooth.3 
 
Since May 2022, the option of restoring posterior teeth with either amalgam or composite is available to 
patients. The choice of restorative material is a matter for discussion between the patient and clinician 
relative to the clinical circumstances.  
 
The reimbursement fee for Dental Amalgam was increased to 65€ and for Composites to 80€ (+ 60%).4 
 
After the ban on dental amalgam: 
 
The ban on the use of dental amalgam in the EU by 2025 didn’t have any significant effect on the public 
healthcare system in Ireland as Composite fillings were already reimbursed since 2022. 
 
Private Dentistry: 
 
The estimated cost for a Composite filling in private dentistry may range between 80 € and 200 € depending 
on the dentist and the size and complexity of the filling. 
 

 
1 https://www.hse.ie/eng/staff/pcrs/medical-card-and-gp-visit-card-assessment-guidelines.pdf 
2 https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12139165/?utm_source=chatgpt.com 
3 https://www.esri.ie/pubs/RS80.pdf 
4 https://www.hse.ie/eng/staff/pcrs/circulars/dental/dental-circular-13-2022-dtss-changes-1-may-2022.pdf 


