Latvia (Member of the EU)

Population: 1.9 million
Public Health Coverage:

Almost all legal residents in Lithuania are covered by the public health insurance system for core medical
services. Dental fillings are only reimbursed for children up to 18 years and other stipulated groups by the
public health services, since 2019, the use of dental amalgam has been suspended in the state health
program.!

Dental services in Latvia are provided by public and private practices owned by individuals, groups of
dentists or corporate entities. In order to provide state funded services dental service providers must have
a contract with the Nacionalais veselibas dienests (NVD). Providers are then reimbursed for the dental
services provided to eligible groups in accordance with annually approved tariffs:

¢ 100% children (<18 years old)
* 50% Chernobyl victims and personnel
e max 20% of 600 Euro per year (120 Euro)
Dental services for adults do not receive any state funding and must be fully covered by the patients

(using their own resources and/or private dental insurance). Nevertheless, all tax payers can recover 20% of
annual healthcare payments including payments for dental restorations with a limit set at 120 EUR.2

Before the ban on dental amalgam:

For molars, Dental Amalgam was reimbursed in the public health cares system with 15€ to 30€, Composites
with 24€ to 45€ (+53% compared to amalgam) and Glass lonomers and Compomers with 21€ (-7%).3

After the ban on dental amalgam:

The Plan for the gradual reduction of the Use of Dental Amalgam in 2019-2020* already lead to mercury-
free dentistry in public health services. A report in 2021 confirmed the success of the measures and
announced that these findings should serve for the development of a long-term plan. >

Private Dentistry:

The estimated cost for a Composite filling in private dentistry may range between 70 € and 150 € depending
on the dentist and the size and complexity of the filling.

Lhttps://minamataconvention.org/sites/default/files/documents/national_report/Report_Latvia_2021.English.pdf
2 https://www.vmnvd.gov.lv/en/dental-care

3 https://www.vmnvd.gov.lv/Iv/pakalpojumu-tarifi?utm_source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F

4 https://environmentalmedicine.eu/wp-content/uploads/NAP_DA_Latvia_02072019.pdf

5 https://tapportals.mk.gov.lv/legal_acts/5ce73c0c-474e-4c13-8daf-9ccO0adec7aasd






