Sweden (Member of the EU)
Population: 10.6 million
Public Health Coverage:
Almost all Swedish residents are covered by the statutory public health insurance (Forsakringskassan). Of
the 7.500 active dentists around 4.000 work within the Public Dental Service (Folktandvarden), which is the
publicly funded dental care system. These dentists are directly employed by regional authorities and are
integral to the public dental insurance framework. Additionally, around 3,500 dentists operate in the private
sector. While these private practitioners are not salaried employees of the public system, they often
participate in the national dental care subsidy scheme.
Before the ban on dental amalgam:
Since 1999 the patient gets no reimbursement from the dental insurance for amalgam fillings. The result is
that the costs to the patient for an amalgam filling are as much as for a repair with composite, or even
more.! The use of dental amalgam was banned in Sweden in 2009 with limited exceptions, which were
withdrawn in 2018 as they were no longer applied.
After the ban on dental amalgam:
Public insurances fully reimburse composite fillings up to the age of 20. From the age of 20, there is an
annual subsidy of the equivalent of 27€ - 55€ depending on the age of the patient2. These subsidies can be

accumulated for a maximum of 2 years.

Once dental expenses exceed 273€ within a 12-month period, 50% of the additional costs are reimbursed -
if expenses exceed 1.367€, 85% of the additional costs.

For eligible patients there is a special dental care allowance or social care coverage.
The referenced fees for composite filling in molars range between 84 € and 165€.3
Private Dentistry:

The estimated cost for a Composite filling in private dentistry may range between 110 € and 250 €.

I Mercury-free Dental Fillings Phase-out of amalgam in Sweden 2005, https://www.kemi.se/en/publications/pms/2005/pm-9-05-mercury-
free-dental-fillings

2 https://www.forsakringskassan.se/english/dental-care-subsidy

3 https://kusp.tlv.se/atgarder



